SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS

(All passages are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible)

GENESIS 1:26-27; 31

Then God said, “let us make humankind in our image, after our likeness, and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in
God’s own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. And

God blessed them...And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good...

EXODUS 20:1-5(A)

Then God spoke all these words: I am the lord your God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, you shall have no other Gods before me. You shall not make
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for I the Lord your God am a jealous God ...

DEUT. 6:5

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all
your might.

PSALM 3:1-4

O Lord, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; many are saying of me, there
is no help for him in God. But you, O Lord are a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my
head. I cry aloud to the Lord and God answers me from His holy hill.

PSALM 8

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth! You have set your glory above
the heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your
foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger. When Ilook at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established what are human beings that you are mindful
of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and
crowned them with glory and honor. You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beast of the field, the birds
of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
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PSALM 18:1-6

I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my
God, my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I
call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, so I shall be saved from my enemies. The cords of
death encompassed me; the torrents of perdition assailed me; the cords of Sheol entangled me; the
snares of death confronted me. In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for help.
From his temple he heard my voice and my cry to him reached his ears.

PSALM 27

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh — my adversaries
and my foes — they shall stumble and fall. Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not
fear; though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. One thing I asked of the Lord, that
will I seek after; to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the
Lord and to inquire in the Lord’s temple. For the Lord will hide me in the Lord’s shelter in the day
of trouble. The Lord will conceal me under the cover of the Lord’s tent. The Lord will set me high
on a rock...Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have
been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! If my father and
mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up. Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level
path because of my enemies. Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses
have risen against me, and they are breathing out violence. I believe that I shall see the goodness
of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!

PSALM 46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. There is a river whose streams
make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of the city;
it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. The nations are in an uproar,
the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of
Jacob is our refuge. Come behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on
the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire. “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations.
I am exalted in the earth.” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

PSALM 121

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where will my help come? My help comes from the
Lord, who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not
slumber. He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord
is your shade at your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The
Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going out and
your coming in from this time and forevermore.
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ISAIAH 2:1-5

The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: It shall
come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills, and all the nations shall flow to
it and many peoples shall come and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk I his paths.” For out
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between
the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not rise up against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more.

ISAIAH 59:1-6

See the Lord’s hand is not too short to save, nor the Lord’s ear too dull to hear. Rather,
your iniquities have been barriers between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face
from you so that he does not hear. For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with
iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue mutters wickedness... Their works are works of
iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands. Their feet run to evil, and they rush to shed
innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, desolation and destruction are in their
highways. The way of peace they do not know, and there is not justice in their paths. Their roads
they have made crooked; no one who walks in them knows peace.

MICAH 6:8

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

HABAKKUK 1:1-4
The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. O Lord, how long shall I cry for help and

you will not listen? Or cry to you ‘Violence’ and you will not save? Why do you make me see
wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention
arise. So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous
— therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

HABAKKUK 2:1-4

I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see
what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. Then the Lord answered
me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For there is
still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait
for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but
the righteous live by their faith.
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MATTHEW. 5:9-12

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who
are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when
men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

MATTHEW. 26:51-52

And behold one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword,
and struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword
back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.”

LUKE. 6:28

But I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.

LUKE 12:32-34

Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your
possessions, and give alms; provide yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a treasure in
the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

JOHN 10:10

I came that they may have life and have it more abundantly.

ROMANS 12:14-21

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is
noble in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends upon you, live peaceably with all. Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, says the Lord.” No, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink; for
by doing so you will heap burning coals upon his head. Do not be overcome by evil but overcome
evil with good”

GALATIANS 5:13-15

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity
for the flesh but through love be servants of one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another take heed that
you are not consumed by one another.
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GALATIANS 5:22-23; 25-26

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the
Spirit. Let us have no self-conceit, no provoking of one another, no envy of one another.

GALATIANS 6:7-10

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
For he who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption; but he who sows to the Spirit
will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we
shall reap, if we do not lose heart. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and
especially to those who are the household of faith.

JAMES 3:13-18

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above,
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be
disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And
a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
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